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It matters not how falfe or forc’t, 
So the beft things be faid 0 thworf , 
It goes for nothing when ’tis fad, 
Only the Arrow’s drawn to th head, 
Whether it be a Swan or Goofe 

They level at: So Shepherds ufe 


To fet the F snag Mark on the Hip 
Both of their found and rotten Sheep. 


Hudibras. 
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and abfolv’d in that.fingle Word the Cz- 

ftom; yet there are fome, which as they 
have a dangerous Tendency, a thinking Man will 
the lefs excufe on that very Account. Among 
thefe I cannot but reckon the common Praétife of 
Dedications, which is of fo much the worfe Con- 
fequence; as ’tis generally ufed by People of Po- 
litenefs, and whom a Learned Education for the 
moft part ought to have infpired with nobler and 
This Prottitution of Praife is 
not only a Deceit upon the Grofs of Mankind, 
who take their Notion of Chara&ters from the Learn- 
ed; but alfo the better Sort muft by this means lofe 
fome part at leaft of that Defire of Fame which is 
the Incentive to generous Actions, when they find 
it promifcuoufly beftowed on the Meritorious and 
Undeferving: Nay, the Author himfelf, let him be 
fuppofed to have ever fo true a Value for the Pa- 
tron, can find no Terms to exprefs it,. but what 
have been already ufed, and rendered fufpeéted by 
Flatterers. Even Truth itfelf in a Dedication is like 
an Honeft Man in a Difguife or Vizor-Mafque, and 
will appear a Cheat by being dreft folikeone. Tho’ 
the Merit of the Perfon is beyond Difpute, I fee no 
reafon that becaufe one Man is eminent, therefore 
another has a right to be impertinent, and throw 
Praifes in his Face. ’Tis juft the Reverfe of the 
Pra@ife of the Ancient Romans, when a Perfon was 
advanced to Triumph for his Services: As they hired 
People to rail at him in that Circumftance, to make 
him as humble as they could, we have Fellows to 
flatter him, and make him as Proud as they can. 
Suppofing the Writer not to be Mercenary, yet the 
great Manis no morein reafon obliged to thank him 
tor his Pi&ture in a Dedication, than to thank the 
Painter for that on a Sign-Poft; except it be a Icfs 
Injury to touch the moft Sacred Part of him, his 
Charaéter, than to make free with his Countenance 
only. 1 fhou’d think nothing juftified me in this 
point, but the Patron’s Permiffion before-hand, that 
1 fhou’d draw him as like as I cou’d ;: whereas moft 
Authors proceed in this Affair juft as a Dawber I 
have heard of, who not being able todraw Portraits 
after the Life, was ufed to paint Faces at random, 
and look out afterwards for People whom he might 


HOU GH mott Things which are wrong 
} in their own Nature are at once confefled 


(Price Two Pence.) 


1713. 


perfuade to be like them. To exprefs my Notioa 
of the Thing in aWord: To fay more to a Man 
than one thinks, with aProfpe& of Intereft, is dif- 
honeft ; and without it, foolifh. And whoever has 
had Succefs in fuch an Undertaking, mutt of ne- 
ceffity at once, ‘think himfelf in his Heart a Knave 
for having done it, and his PatronaFoo!l for having 
believed it, 
I have fometimes been entertained with confider- 
ing Dedications in no very common Light. . By 
obferving what Qualities our Writers think it will! 
be moft pleafing to others to compliment them 
with, one may form fome Judgment which ate moft 
fo to themfelves; and, in confequence, what fort of 
People they are. Without this View one can read 
very few Dedications but will give us caufe to 
wonder, either how fuch things came to be faid 
at all, or how they were {gid to fuch Perfons? I 
have’known an Hero complimented upon the De- 
cent Majefty and State he.affamed after Vi@ory; 
and a Nobleman of a different Character applauded 
for his Condefcention: to Inferiors. This would 
have feemed very ftrange to.me, but that I hap- 
pened to know the Authors. He who made the 
firft Compliment was a lofiy Gentleman, whofe 
Air and Gait difcovered when he had publifhed a 
new Book ; and the other tippled every Night with 
the Fellows who laboured at the Prefs while his 
own Writings were working off. ’Tis obfervable 
of the Female Poets and Ladies Dedicatory, 
that here (as elfewhere ) they far exceed us 
in any Strain or Rant. As Beauty is the thing 
thar. Sex are piqu’d upon, they fpeek of it gene- 
rally in a more elevated Style than is ufed by 
the Men. They adore in the fame manner as they 
would be adored. So when the Authorefs of a fa- 
mous Modern Romance begs a young Nobleman’s 
Permiffion to pay him her Kzeeling Adorations, I 
am far from cenfuring the Expreffion, as fome Cri- 
ticks would'do, as deficient in Grammar or Sence ; 
but I refleét, that Adorations paid in that Potture are 
what a Lady might expeét herfelf, and my Wonder 
immediately ceafes, Thefe, whenthey flatter mott, 
do but as they would be doneunto; for as noneare 
fo much concerned at being injured by Calumnies, 
as they who are readieft to caft them upon their 
Neighbours; fo "tis certain, none are fo guilty of 
Flartery 
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Flattery to others, as thofe who moft ardently de- 


.fire it themfelves. 


What led me into thefe Thoughts, was,a_Dedi- 
catiogr# happened upon this Morning. The Reader 
anderftand.that 1 treat he legit Inftagices or 
ins of Iugenpity, with refpedtsin what: Places 
foever found, or under whatever Circumftancesof 
Difadvantage. From this Love to Letters | have 
“been fo happy in my fearches after Knowledge, that 
I have found unvalued Repofitories of Learning «in 
the Lining of Bandboxes. 1 look upon thefe Pafte- 
board Edifices, adorned with the Fragments of the In- 
genious, with the fame Veneration as Antiquafies 
upon ruined Buildings, whofe Walls preferve divers 
Infcriptions and Names, which are no where elfe to 
be found in the World. This Morning, when one 
of Lady Lizard’s Daughters was looking over fome 
irewoman, 
with great Care and Diligence, L employed no lefs in 
examining the Box which contained them ; it was lined 
with certain Scenes‘ofa Tragedy, written (as appeared 
by apart ofthe Title there extant) by one of the Fair 
Sex. What was moft legible was the Dedication; 
which, by reafon of the roe er of the Charaéters, 
was leaft defaced by thofe Gothick Ornaments of F lou- 
rifhesand Foliage, wherewith the Compilers of. thefe 
fort of Struétures do often induftrioufly obfcure the 
Works of the Learned. “As,much of it as I could 
read with any Eafe, 1 thall communicate to the Rea- 
der, as follows, 

+ **** Though it isa kind of Propbanation to ap- 
* proach your Grace with fo poor an Offering, yet 
* when I reflect how acceptable a Sacrifice of Firlt- 
* Fruits was to Heaven, inthe earlieft and pureft Ages 
* of Religion, that they were hanour’d with folemn 
‘ -Feafts, and confecrated to Altars by a Divine Com- 
© maxd, **** upon that Confideration, as an Ar- 
© gument of particular Zea/, | dedicate. *** °Tis 
€ impoffible to behold you without Adoring 3 yet 
* dazled and aw’d by the Glory that furrounds you, 
© Men feela facred Power, that refines their Flames, 
© and renders them pure as thofe we ought to of- 
© fer to the Deity. **#** ‘The Shrive is worthy the 
© Divinity that inhabits’ it. In your Grace we fee 
* what Woman was before fhe fell, how nearly al- 
* lied to the Purity and Perfection of Angels. And 
* WE ADORE AND BLESS THE GLORI- 
* OUS WORK ! 

Undoubtedly thefe, and other Periods of this moft 
Pious Dedication, could not but convince the 
Dutchefs of what the Eloquent Authorefs affures her 
at the End, that the washer Servant with moft ardent 
Devotion. (think this a Pattern of a new Sort of Stile, 
not yet taken Notice of by the Criticks, which is 
above the Sublime, and may be called he Celeffial; 
that is, when the moft facred Phrafes appropriated 
to the Honour of the Deity are applied to a Mortal 
of good Quality. As Iamnaturally emulous, I cannot 
but endeavour, in Imitation of this Lady, to be the 
Inventor, or, at leaft, the firft Producer of a new 
kind of Dedication, very different from hers and 
moft others, fince it has not a Word but what the 
Author religioufly thinks in it. It may ferve for 
almioft any Book, either Profe or Verfe, that has, is, 
or fhall be publithed, and might run in this manner. 


The AUTHOR to HIMSELE. 


— Moft Flunonred Sir, 


“"H ESE labours, upos many Confiderations, 


fo properly beloag to none as to you: .Firft, 
as it was your moft earneft Defire alone that could 
prevail upon me to make them publick: Then, as 
I am fecure (from that conftant 'ndulgence you 
have ever ‘hawn.to all which is min¢) that no Man°- 
will fo readily take them into Proteétion, or fo zea- 
loufly defend them. Moreover, there’s none can 
fo foon difcover the Beauties ; and there are fome 
Parts, which ’tis poffible few befides your felf are 
capable of underftandiag. Sir, the Honour, Affe- 
&ion and Value | have for you are beyond Expref- 
fion ; as great, { amfure, or greater, than any Man 
elfe can bearyou. As for any Defeés which others 
may pretend to difcover in you, | do faithfully de- 
clare [ was never able to perceive them ; and doubt 
not but thofe Perfons are adtuated purely by a Spirit 
of Malice or Envy, the infeparable Attendants on 
fhining Merit and Parts, fuch as I have always e- 
fteemed yourstobe. It may perhaps be looked upon 
as a kind of Violence to Modefty, to fay this to 
you in Publick ; but you may believe me, ’tis no 
more than | have a thoufand times thought of you 
in Private. Might 1 foliow the Impulfe of my 
Soul, there is no Subje& | could launch into-with 
more Pleafure than your Panegyrick. But fince 
fomething is due to Modelty, let me conclude by 
telling you, that-there’s nothing fo much I defire as 
to know you more thoroughly than [ have yet the 
Happinefs of doing. I may then hopeto be capable 
to do you fome real Service; but ’till then can only 


aflure you, that I‘fhall continueto be, as [am more : 


than any Man alive, 
Deareft Sir, 
Your Affectionate Friend, and 
The greateft of your Admirers. te 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Author leaves a Space in this fourth Column, 
te receive Advertifements for she Good of bis Conatry. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ju& Publithed, 

A Scheme of the Solar Syfiem, with che Orbits 
of the Piane s and Comets belonging thereto. defcaib’d trom Dr. Ha- 
ley’s accurate Table of Comets, tounded on Sir |. Newcon’s wonder- 
ful Difcoveries, By W. Whifton, M.A. Solddy J.Sinex and J. Max- 
well at the Globe in Salisbury Courc in Fleerfreet, and by the Authcr 
io Crofs-ftreet in Hatcon Garden, London, and at both Univerfities. 
The fid J. Senex and J, Maxwell sre mow engraving, and will fpee~ 
dily publifh, a moft compleac and correc Pair of Globes of about 30 
Inches Diameter ; to be fold at a moderate Price, and for whichnone 
is defired to advance any Mony beforehand. They have likewile fi- 
nifhed a Set of Maps, viz. The Wor'd and Quarters, with the princi- 
pal Divifions of Eurcpe, and Globes 16, 12 and 3 Inches Diameter; 


all according co the lateft Obfervations and Improvements, They’ 


alfo fell che Grand Curivfiy; being an Ephemeris fur rs Years. 
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